Dance Education- 6th- 8th grade
Ms. Vazquez

Course Description

The goal is to provide students with an opportunity to learn about the world and themselves through different dance disciplines, dance history and composition. In Dance Education class, students build a foundation of dance knowledge through vocabulary, technique, choreography, performances and group work. The skills, knowledge and class structure they learn in dance education can also be carried into all other content areas. By the end of the dance program (3yrs for most students), students will experience and understand the diversity of techniques, cultures, and people that influence dance. Students will develop the skills to discover their own movement styles. They will also be able to communicate ideas through movement analysis, providing feedback to classmates and the creation of their own choreography pieces. 
Course Objectives

· Build on the dance skills, knowledge and movement vocabulary students bring into the classroom from personal experiences and interests

· Provide them with the language to help them describe, discuss and evaluate dances

· Make all dances relevant to students by connecting dance to their own personal dance styles
· Expose students to different dance styles, techniques and tools of dance

· Integrate the study of dance to other areas of learning (Health, Science, History, Art, ELA etc.)
· Explore dance traditions of various cultures
· Connect dance education to the real world i.e. – career options
· Build confidence, leadership skills, creativity and a supportive classroom community
Course Expectations

Students are expected to:
· Attend all classes

· Participate in all discussions, movement exercises and techniques

· Copy all notes from slide presentations, white board and class discussions
· Complete all assignments (classwork, homework, group work etc.) correctly and on-time

· Ask questions when they do not understand the assignment or information given to them in class

· Study for all quizzes, test and performance evaluations

· Perform in dance concerts (TBD)

· Have a positive attitude, try their very best on each assignment/project
· Follow rules to maintain safety in classroom

· Be prepared for dance class ie: dress code and course materials

· Respect, encourage, support their classmates

Course Materials/Dress Code

Students are expected to bring the following materials to school every time they have dance class:

· Dance Folder and pen/pencil

· Homework (when assigned)

· Sneakers or dance shoes ( no flats, sandals, boots etc)

· Comfortable pants or sweat pants (school colors), shorts/leggings (school colors)  under skirts 

· Hair pulled back in a ponytail or bun, no jewelry (earrings/necklaces/watches/bracelets)

NYC Blueprint for Dance Education 
· Perform 
· Existing and Original work 

· Different Dance Styles and Technique 

· Create 
· Express ideas, images and feelings through choreography 

· Respond 
· Demonstrate knowledge of dance through critique, comments and feedback about dance 

· Connect 
· Relate experiences of dance to other content areas and the real world 

Course Units – 6th grade
	Unit
	Topics to be covered

	1. Introduction to dance
	- Rules and expectations. What is dance education? 

	2. Health and Fitness
	- Warm – up, Benefits and Exercises

	3. Elements of Dance
	- Space/Body 
- Movement Skills 
- Time and Energy
- Relationships 

	4. Social/Cultural dances 
	- Learn and practice dance techniques from around the world 

- Learn and discuss the history, people and places that contributed to each unique dance style
- Make connections between cultural dances and personal

  experiences
- Perform and create dances based on the steps/skills learned from each dance


Course Units – 7th grade
	Unit
	Topics to be covered

	1. Dance Class Expectations  
	- Review rules for classwork, participation, behavior and safety protocols

	2. 6th grade coursework 
	- Review dance styles, vocabulary and content learned in 6th grade

	3. Health and Fitness
	- Warm – up, Benefits and Exercises – Learn warm up routine

	4. Hip Hop
	- Learn and practice Hip Hop dance techniques 

- Discuss the history, people and places that created this dance style
- Perform and create dances based on the steps and skills learned from each dance

	5. Jazz 
	- Learn and practice Jazz dance techniques 

- Discuss the history, people and places that created this dance style
- Perform and create dances based on the steps and skills learned from each dance


Course Units – 8th grade
	Unit
	Topics to be covered

	1. Dance Class Expectations  
	- Review rules for classwork, participation, behavior and safety

	2. 7th grade coursework
	- Review dance styles, vocabulary and content learned in 7th grade

	3. Health and Fitness
	- Warm – up, Benefits and Exercises – Learn warm up routine

	4. Salsa 
	- Learn and practice Salsa dance techniques 

- Discuss the history, people and places that created this dance style
- Perform and create dances based on the steps and skills learned from each dance


	5. Choreography/Improvisation
	- Learn and practice Jazz dance techniques 

- Discuss the history, people and places that created this dance style
- Perform and create dances based on the steps and skills learned from each dance


Course Grading Policy
· Class work/Participation: 50%  (Physical, written and verbal)
· Class work/Participation will be measured by: mastery of assignment, quality of work, completion of class assignments during class, notes, dancing, effort, active engagement and attention during the lesson (physical and verbal).
· Assessments: 30% (Homework, Written/Physical  Tests, Individual Performance) 
· Homework will be graded with the following in mind: mastery of assignment, quality of work, level of completion and correctness.
· Written assignments will be graded with the following in mind: mastery of content and dance standard, quality of work, level of completion and correctness
· Reach: 20% (Group Work/Group Performance)
· Group work/performance will be graded with the following in mind: master of assignment, quality of work, level of completion and correctness. 
· Each student must contribute to the group work and be a team player. 
· Every student is responsible for their part of the group work.
Rules for Redoing Assignments  

· Homework 
· Students may redo a homework assignment in order to improve their grade. They must communicate with their teacher if they intend to redo an assignment. They will receive one opportunity to redo the assignment.
· Homework that is submitted blank or not handed in, will receive an “M” for missing.  Missing homework does not get credit. 
· All homework has a due date.  
· Tests
· There are no redos or test corrections on tests.  All tests must be completed within the given time limit. 
Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is unacceptable.  If a student engages in plagiarism, they will receive a zero (no makeup assignments or re-do) on the assignment and a behavior alert. 

The NYC DOE Citywide Behavior Expectations defines Plagiarism as “appropriating another’s work and using it as one’s own for credit without the required citation and attribution, e.g., copying written work from the Internet, or any other source.” Plagiarism is a serious offense in the NYC DOE and will result in disciplinary and restorative action. 
Specifically, plagiarism includes the following: 
· Copying, word for word, work from another person (including the Internet and other students) without giving credit to the original source. 

· Taking words or language from another’s work with only minor alterations or changes to words and/or sentence structure. 

· Representing another person’s original ideas or thoughts as one’s own. 

· Paying another person to do one’s work. 

